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on the implications of the self-promoting mode of cell growth and recovery after
dormancy for medicine and environmental microbiology, especially in the case of
infections in which bacterial cells may persist for extended periods in latent or dormant
states.

The two subpopulations of starved culture of M ./uteus could be discriminated and
sorted out from the latter on the basis of their ability to bind the weakly lipophilic
cation dye Rh123 and to be stained by the membrane-impermeable propidium iodide.
Flow cytometry is a powerful method for the analysis of heterogeneity in bacterial
systems and promising tool for environmental monitoring.
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